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Far-right suffers setback at Conservative conference 


This issue of Searchlight was going to press just as the Conservative Party 
conference opened in Blackpool recently, so any detailed comment must wait 
until our next issue. What became clear, however, from the conference and the 
various events involving the far-right which surrounded it, is that the extreme 
right received a serious setback. 

Three things happened in the lead up to and during the conference which had a 
direct bearing upon the future of the extremists within it. First, just before the 
conference, came the leaked Young Conservatives’ report into infiltration and 
collaboration (see pages 10-11). Second came the Monday Club fringe meeting on 
repatriation. Then, thirdly, came the repatriation debate itself, on a motion 
moved by Harvey Proctor. 

The YCs’ report put the right onto the defensive from the start, and put 
pressure upon the party leadership to distance itself significantly from Proctor’s 
motion. The Monday Club meeting, widely shown in parts on television, was 
most memorable for the vigorous intervention of some Young Conservatives, at 
least one of whom was heard to denounce the meeting as ‘‘fascist’’ in front of 
millions. Indeed, YC National Chairman Phil Pedley is to be congratulated for 
the sharp and informed way in which he tackled Proctor over his far-right 
connections on BBC’s Newsnight following the Monday Club meeting. 

With so much talk of infiltration, collaboration and extremism, it was 
inevitable that the party managers and leadership would move heaven and earth 
to kill Proctor’s motion by as large a majority as humanly possible. And so it was 
— after a noisy, angry and embarrassing debate, and after fierce opposition from 
leadership speakers, only about 100 delegates braved the wrath of the party 
hierarchy by supporting Proctor. 

It was perhaps to be expected that most of the opposition to the motion should 
be rooted in a defence of strict immigration controls as the basis of good race 
relations, and the use of the Nationality Act as an argument against ‘‘one group 
of British citizens inviting another group of British citizens to leave the country’’. 

These are all issues which will be touched upon when we look in detail at the 
conference in our next issue. But, in passing, it is more than just a little interesting 
that Mrs Thatcher herself left the platform very nimbly just before the Proctor 
motion was called. Of course, had she stayed, she would have had to join the rest 
of the platform in enthusiastically applauding all the speakers against the motion, 
and greeting in silence the motion’s proposers. But what could she have done 
when Proctor’s supporters, from the rostrum, threw back her own words about 
“‘people being rather afraid of being swamped by people from an alien culture’’? 
Despite all the setbacks suffered by the party’s racist right-wing during the week, 
it remains profoundly true that the Conservatives’ problem of infiltration and 
extremism is a direct product of the authoritarian populist stamp which she and 
her supporters have put upon the party’s policies and its whole political style, and 
which more than anything else attract extremists into or back to the party’s ranks. 
And the measures announced by party chairman John Selwyn Gummer, 
providing as they do only for vetting election candidates, will do nothing to stop 
extremists moving back into local Conservative associations. 


Please make me a Supporting/Ordinary Subscriber to Searchlight 


Ordinary Subscription Rates: 
Organisations £9 for 12 issues inc. p&p 
Individuals £6 for 12 issues inc. p&p 
Europe £9 Overseas (airmail) £12 


Supporting Subscription Rates: 
Organisations £16 

Individuals £10 

Europe £14 (Overseas (airmail) £17 


ltenclose:chequey;R@ ito rf ete to be made out to Searchlight. 


SUPPORTING SUBSCRIBERS in addition to a year’s subscription also 
get free copies of all Searchlight pamphlets and of the magazine’s 
indexes. 


New Right journal gets — Sst 


launch 






SCORPION RISING? 


Attempts to build a ‘new right’ movement in this country 
around the magazine Scorpion edited by Michael Walker have 
received a worrying boost lately with the news that the 
journal is to be distributed and sold by Britain’s biggest 
periodical wholesaler W.H. Smiths. 


Although only one issue of Scorpion 
has so far appeared, W.H. Smith’s 
buyers have, apparently, agreed that 
their nationwide chain of high street 
newsagents are suitable outlets for 
what Walker and his friends hope will 
become the principal voice of the 
extremist new right. 

As we revealed two months ago, Walker 
previously edited Scorpion’s predecessor 
National Democrat, changing the name 
earlier this year. With the National Front’s 
Nick Griffin he was a partner in Heritage 
Tours, which attempted to raise funds by 
charging tourists £17 each for guided trips 
around London. A flat at 50 Warwick 
Square, in Victoria, which he shares with 
David Irving’s political secretary Robin 
Davies has also housed wanted Italian 
terrorists including Roberto Fiore, who was 
employed by Heritage Tours as an Italian- 
speaking guide. Walker, a_ university 
graduate now employed as a porter in a 
South London Hotel, conducted tours in 
French and German. (National Democrat 
and Scorpion are examined in detail in 
‘What Their Papers Say’ page 12). 

Robin Davies, of course, has his fingers 
in two distinct far-right pies. Not only is he 
closely linked to Walker, but he is a central 
figure in David Irving’s similar attempt to 
construct a ‘new right’ on the French model 
from his Focus Policy Study Group. But 
Davies has other interests as well; he is 
editorial secretary of a fairly obscure 
religious journal called The Anglican 
Catholic which has as its patron Richard 
Rutt, the Bishop of Leicester. 

When Searchlight spoke to the Bishop 
about Davies’ links to extremists he said, ‘‘I 
am very surprised to hear of any such 
connections, and I will certainly be 
discussing the matter with executive 
members of the Anglican Society’’. 

Only a few months ago, Davies used its 
pages to launch a bitter attack on a new 
book, The Social God, by Father Kenneth 
Leech, the race relations field officer of the 
Church of England’s Board for Social 
Responsibility. The focus of Davies’ attack 
(which prompted a strong response from 
Ken Leech in the subsequent issue) is the 
book’s concern to show a rise in 
“authoritarian populism . . . which attacks 
welfare scroungers, subversives, 
permissives, homosexuals, liberals, trade 
unionists, Marxists ...’’ Perhaps, given 
the concerns of the outfits that Davies is 
associated with, a raw nerve was touched. 












On tour in London: Michael Walker (left) and Roberto Fiore (right). 
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SOCIETY 


NAR cell finished off in Milan 


- Italian police have arrested two of 
the country’s most wanted right- 
Bee terrorists. epatoed a five- 


ho whee i were cue One of 


. their associates, Andrea Calvi, had been 


ed terrorists. In 


ie end, ‘Cavallini Soderini, both 


former memb rs cof Guiseppe 


the Italian press again in the days 
following the arrests of Soderini and 


Cavallini. He was named as one of — 


several terrorist suspects whom the — 
police would like to get their hands on. 


o operation, featured in 









E French | police | raid Tony 
= Malsk S armourers 


ees - consignment of 


: detonators | for his ill-fated 
attempt to launch terror attacks 
in Britain. This time they have 


arrested a wanted Spanish nazi 


charged with involvement in 
murder. 
The flat, in Rue Morice, Clichy, a Paris 
_ suburb, has been occupied by members 
of the now-banned French nazi group 
FANE. Living there 


It was they who provided the detonators 
for Malski when he travelled to Paris and 
stayed at the flat in 1981. 

When members of the French police’s 
Criminal Brigade raided the flat recently, 


they captured Juan Domingo 


_ Martinez-Lorenzo, a prominent 
- member of the Spanish Falange and a 
_ leader of its military wing. In May 1980, 


in revenge for the daubing of a 
_ monument to fascists killed in the 
Spanish Civil War, he and a group of © 


NF glue gang march 


The National Front’s drive to cash 
in on loyalist extremism in Northern 
Ireland continued on September 3 
when Martin Webster led a crowd of 
skinheads — many of them drunk 
or glue-crazed — through loyalist 
areas of Belfast. 

About 300 NF supporters, most of 
them skinheads and about 50 of them 
apparently from the mainland, left a 
piece of waste ground in the Sandy Row 
area to march through the city centre to 
the Shankhill Road, where they rallied in 
the West Belfast Social Club. 

The Front marched under the banner 
‘Britons — Stand by Ulster — Smash the 
IRA’, although the level of intoxication 
amongst sections of the demonstrators 
made them incapable of 
comprehending, let along chanting the 
anti-Republican slogans raised on the 
march. NFers were seen clutching 
bottles of cider and inhaling from glue- 
filled polythene bags as the column 
made its way through the city. 

Leading the demonstration were Ian 
Anderson, Joe Pearce and Martin 
Webster, who claimed that two of the 
marchers were ex-soldiers who had done 
tours of duty in Northern Ireland. 

Much of the work done in forging 
recent links with loyalist groups and 
building small NF branches in Northern 
Ireland has been done by Joe Pearce, 


wounded | 


_ were two 
Vietnamese FANE activists Yan Tran 
_ Long and his brother Minh Tran Long. | 


] "associates attacked the San. Bao bi 
: ‘Maid frequented by journalis 1. (Def 
_ the communist paper Mundo Obrero. 
_ One person was killed and two seriously _ 
in the attack. Martinez- 
Lorenzo was tried as a leader of the _ 
gang and sentenced to three months in 
goal for wounding. Three years later the — 
Spanish socialist government re-opened — 
the case in the light of the lenient 
sentence he received, and issued an 
_international warrent for his arrest. in 
the meantime, he had taken refuge with 
ns FANE contacts in Paris. _ 


Following his arrest, Martine 


lerenza was ordered to be extradited 
a Versaille court to face charges on 
complicity in murder. As he left the 


court building he raised his arm in a 
fascist salute and shouted 
Espana” — the slogan of the Franco 


fascists. 

Malski hime has. been active lately 
trying to recruit his National Socialist — 
the 


Action Party members into 
Territorial Army. The most recent issue 


of the party's magazine The European © 
ertisement for 


carries an official army adv 


who has visited Belfast on several 
occasions, and by Steve Brady, former 
International Officer of the League of St 
George. An ex-Catholic, Brady has long 
been associated with loyalist 
paramilitary groups including the UVF 
and the UDA. Some of his associates 
must, however, make Martin Webster a 
little twitchy. One of them is a notorious 


Be twice a citizen- 
Join the ‘eetiotals 


“simply lifted a “from: TA Publicity __ 
material. — 


But after all this one, a hes now 


become clear that Malski’s frequent — 
boasts of having served in the regular 


army are completely phoney. Amongst 


other things he has claimed to have 
saved his commanding officer's life 


while on duty in Belfast. But Searchlight — 


_ can now provide full details of Malski’s _ 
_ brief time with the armed forces: in May 
1976, Sapper 
joined the Royal Anglian TA regiment. 

In March 1977 he transferred to 131 
independent Commando (Royal ~ 
_ Engineers) near his Watford home, only 


Malski (No.24419242) 


to be discharged in early 1979. His — 


performance, according to the Ministry — 
_ of Defence, was “notup toscratch”.He _ 


has never belonged to the regular army. 

It was probably in his second 
regiment, however, that he learned _ 
his skills in handling and using 
explosives, which he still enjoys 


showing off to his fellow Neer / | 
TA recruits, although th @ Ministry of 


members. : 


in Belfast 


UDA hitman who was actually given the 
aborted contract for eliminating 
Webster when the UDA believed, with 
some reason, that he had been 
responsible several years ago for 
informing on some of their members 
who had been involved in gun-running 
from Scotland. They received heavy 
sentences. 





j a> Ag seat 
Clutching cider bottles and bags of glue, NF members parade through Belfast. 


Heil and 


Farewell 





British Movement going 
for a song 


IT is with unconcealed pleasure 
that we are able to report the 
imminent demise of one of 
Britain's most squalid nazi 
groups, the British Movement, 
latterly known as the British 
National and Socialist 
Movement. 


The news comes in a party circular, titled 
simply Special Announcement, issued 
recently by BM fuhrer Michael 
McLaughlin, and making it known that he 
intends to resign as party leader with effect 
from September 20. The reasons he gives 
are high sounding enough: that the 
members were lazy, inactive and incapable 
of achieving ‘‘the standards of 
uncomplaining sacrifice that was so much 
admired in those who in the first place 
rebelled against Communist/capitalist 
plutocracy’’. 

The reality is a little different: 
McLaughlin has stumbled onto a little 
goldmine with his mail order operation 
Phoenix Publications which will continue 
peddling its militaria, army surplus combat 
gear, nazi texts, bomb manuals, and the 
militaristic paraphanalia so eagerly snapped 
up by aspiring young nazi street soldiers. 
He is also making a few bob from the same 
market through sales of his latest literary 
venture The Mercenary, which he will carry 
on producing. BM on the other hand, is 
losing money and simply takes up his 
otherwise valuable time. 

British Movement was formed in 1968 by 
Colin Jordan who withdrew and handed 
over control to McLaughlin in 1974. Jordan 
has had little time for McLaughlin ever 
since, and has few kind words for him now. 
When Searchlight spoke to Jordan recently 
he said, ‘‘I deplore the fact that the 
organisation I started many years ago has 
been run down to such a state by 
McLaughlin, that it really isn’t worth 
saving from going under’’. 

But BM might not be entirely lost to the 
pack of young psychopaths who make up 
its membership — McLaughlin is offering 
the organisation lock, stock and barrel to 
any suitable alternative fuhrer who offers 
himself (BM mainstay Sue Hayes might 
note that McLaughlin apparently rules out 
the possibility that it might be a woman). 
Characteristically, McLaughlin reserves 
“‘the right to reject any candidate whom I 
feel. is unsuitable for the responsibility of 
leading that which would remain’’. But 
most uncharacteristically (coming from this 
devotee of the fuhrerprinzip) he reveals that 
“If more than one person stands for the 
Leadership, an election will be held’’. 
Failing the emergence of a new leader BM 
will dissolve into a few locally based and 
independent groups. 


Although this latter eventuality is the 
more likely, it may take a little while to 
come to pass. In the meantime, moves are 
afoot to replace McLaughlin with the 
absurd figure of South London BM 
organiser Alan Winder, who has recently 
been canvassing a few of his more trusted 
comrades with the proposition that he is 
“‘man enough’’ (his words) to step into the 
fuhrer’s shoes. What only his closest 


associates know, however, is that should he 
succeed, Winder intends handing over the 
party, its funds (such as they are) and the 
membership records, to the NF, with whose 
London activists he has steadily built up 
something of a relationship over the last 18 
months. 





Hand on the Sun by Tariq Mehmood. 


This is probably the first story every 
written about what it is like to be 
young and black in Britain. It is 
important because it shows us the very 
inscape of racism not, by appealing to 
out guilt or our sentimentality, but by 
giving us a taste of what inner-city life 
in the ’80s means for Britain’s black 
community. 

For instance, Mehmood describes 
immigration laws not as rules gathering 
dust in statute books but as palpable 
realities threatening to split families apart, 
forcing husbands who desperately save in 
order to bring their families to Britain into a 
pattern of work and sleep. And if they 
don’t manage to save the money to bring 
their families here before the next and 
tighter immigration law is passed, then the 
doors are finally slammed shut and whole 
families are condemned to years of 
loneliness. 

There is no plot in this book — just 
episodes in the lives of Jalib (a young 
Pakistani brought up in Bradford), his 
parents, friends and girlfriend. The main 
cohering theme is the transition of Jalib 
from a schoolboy instinctively fighting the 
racist bullies of the playground to an adult 
organising politically to defend his 
community against state racism. 

However, Mehmood is not merely 
concerned with the experience of young 
British blacks; Hand on the Sun is a moving 
testimony to the continuous nature of black 





Michael McLaughlin. 


struggle. We see this explicitly in the 
character of Dalair Singh, who has a history 
of fighting British colonialism and is now 
listened to by Bradford’s youth. And the 
novel also implicitly illustrates this 
continuity by showing that there is no 
youth/adult divide but only a divide in 
orientation caused by the differential 
impact of racism and imperialism and the 
ways in which each generation has chosen 
to fight. 

And this is not a male book about a male 
experience: the lives of Asian women in 
Britain are focal points of the book. We see 
Asian mothers locked within the four walls 
of their homes — often in the kitchens of 
those homes — remembering nostalgically 
the ‘‘company of the women in the village 
and the love and warmth that bound them 


together’’. Knowing their loneliness 
explains why Shaheen dreads her 
impending arranged marriage. But she 


cannot bring shame on her family and 
community by refusing their choice. She 
eventually marries her cousin to give him 
the chance of a better life — in Britain. Yet 
at the same time she tells him that the 
marriage will be in form only; on the 
wedding night she leaves him to join a 
demonstration protesting the arrest of an 
Asian trade unionist. Duty is the lesson she 
has learnt from her parents, but she 
transforms and enriches that lesson into a 
duty to the whole community. Indeed, 
Hand on the Sun represents a search to find 
a contemporary meaning to traditional 
values such as duty and sacrifice. 

It is essential that all anti-racists read this 
book not just for its graphic exposé of 
racism but also for its exposition of how 
cultural traditions can be a base for political 
struggle and how, in the very process of 
struggle they can themselves be 
transformed. Without romanticising 
‘*Asian-ness’’, yet without betraying it to 
white racism, Tariq Mehmood gives us a 
rare insight into how his community lives 
and feels, struggles and survives. 


Tyndall backs ‘‘force and illegality”’ 


If there is one thing to be said 


about John Tyndall, Fuhrer of 
the British National Party, it is 
that he seems to have an 
inexhaustable supply of daft 
ideas. In fact, the whole string of 
parties of which he is now an ex- 
Fuhrer testifies to that. Now, of 
course, he — and his in-laws — 
have their very own party and 
can give full expression to any 
cranky idea that floats through 
their otherwise vacuous minds 
without having to worry about 
opposition from other, fatter, 
: would-be Fuhrers. 


The stimulus for Tundall’s test 
cerebral disturbance has been provided 
by the abysmal showing of the BNP in 
the June General Election. In case 
readers have forgotton, the BNP polled 
0.6 per cent of the vote. Not content 
with the good luck he had to get that, 
Tyndall voices his displeasure at the 
result and has been pondering his party’s 
future, 

_ The results of this mental turmoil 
have now been revealed for all to see in 

the August edition of his personal 
organ, Spearhead. As an example of his 
pomposity, the Fuhrer’s article is a 
classic. Posing the question, ‘If Not 
The Ballot Box, What?’’, Tyndall takes 
over two-and-a-half pages to answer. 

Starting off with the assertion that 
“leftist cells permeate the apparatus of 
government everywhere, at the level 
both of national and local politics’, the 
Fuhrer without a following goes on to 
consider how this has come about. After 
some lengthy rambling, he reaches the 
conclusion that this is because the left 
has developed a science of revolution 
and because ‘‘the non-Marxist world’’ 
retreats before this science. Taking the 
long-term view that the ‘‘Nationalist 
movement in Britain stands at a 
crossroads similar to that at which the 
revolutionary left stood perhaps a 
century ago’’, he goes on to tell us, 
amazingly, that his movement ‘‘has built 
a case against the established order 
which from every intellectual and moral 
standpoint is ... unassailable’. The 
only problem is that ‘‘establishment 
power has closed . . . every channel of 
advancement .. . As a result we remain 
at square one, prophets of a better world 
speaking to the trees’’. What is needed, 
_he thinks, is for his movement to have a 
‘science of revolutionary action’’. 


illegality if necessitated by the 
requirements of national and racial 
survival no-one could dispute that he is 
right’. 

However, Tyndall is not sure whether 
‘force’ is appropriate in contemporary 
Britain. Indeed, he points out that if 
those who fancy using force start putting 
their ideas into practice ‘they will find 
themselves behind iron bars so quickly 
their feet will hardly touch the ground.’ 
Whether this is a reference to his own 
past experience of HM Prisons or to the 
frequent conversations of some of his 
friends with the Special Branch is not 
made clear. 

What is made clear is that the Fuhrer 


has had to revise his theories: the 


struggle will be more of a Long March 
than a smash n’ grab; that after years of 
shouting ‘‘Britons Awake’’, it might be 
better to let the masses have a lie-in. 
(This, incidentally, could go a long way 
to explain the torpor that overcomes the 
younger element wee - Fuhrer 
speaks). 

But, he does not give up. In fact, he 
thinks he has now got the answer, ‘‘the 


most useful channel of activity that 


Nationalists can pursue over the coming 
decade is the development of an 
alternative media.’’ This, he tells us, 
would consist of CB radio and pirate 
radio. Any illegality would be 
‘absolutely justified by circumstances 
of present mass media control’. We 
have to admit that we had never thought 
of JT asa DJ. Now that this advocate of 
law and order is combining thought 
about illegal activity with his 
preoccupation with the media, can the 
era of the ‘video nazis’ be far behind? 
While the masses have been 
slumbering, one person who hasn’t is 
Tyndall’s ex-Unterfuhrer and comic 
foil, Martin Webster. In the post- 


"election issue of Nation 


alism Today, he 
gives his mind a run-out. He, too, is _ 
much exercised by the election results of _ 
his outfit, the National Front. They 
polled 1.1 per cent, a fact that will have 
increased Tyndall’s annoyance. For 
Webster, however, there is no pseudo- 
debate about strategy. He gets straight 
to the point. ‘‘Democracy . . . has never 
been anything other than a confidence 
trick . 
Nazi Front. 


Wobbling with fury, Webster tells _ 


anybody who’ll listen that the campaign 

to increase the deposit for election 

candidates is all the work of ‘‘Jewish 

members of the House of Commons’’, 

that Screaming Lord Sutch the Looney 
Party candidate is ‘‘subsidised by Jewish — 
backers’’ and that the purpose of all this 

is to discredit the likes of the National 

Front. We would have thought that 

when the NF gets hammered by the Silly 

Party, like it managed to do in the 1979 

election, it is more than capable of _ 
discrediting itself. 

Like Tyndall, Webster is in the 
process of looking anew at his tactics. 
Considering his recent references to “‘the 
sound of gunfire’, we should not be at __ 


all surprised that Webster says that _ 


society is ‘inviting minority opinion to 
be expressed through ... terrorism’. _ 
After all, that is what nazism thriveson. _ 


Hence, racial attacks and murders, _ 
synagogue burning, 


petrol bomb 
assaults and concentration camps. _ 
If nazis like Tyndall and Webster are _ 
contemplating an official return to 
unlawful action, it is because of the 
success of the anti-fascists in exposing _ 
them. We expect that the law will show 
itself as diligent as the anti-fascist 
movement and pick them up at the first 
signs of the kind of action they so -_— 
a: 


FRONT DUPES COMMONWEALTH > 
SOCIETY 


[ 
' 
i 
i 


THE National ‘Front have 
succeeded in upsetting officials 
at the Royal Commonwealth 


Society by conning the Society 


into letting its premises for the 


| Front’s recent Annual General _ 


Citing Colin Jordan’s opinion that the _ : 


ballot box is useless as a means of © 


political advancement, he goes on to add 
that ‘if Mr Jordan is saying that 


_ Nationalists should be prepared fo 


consider some resort to force and 


Meeting. 
The meeting was held. on Saturday : 


1 October and the hall at the RCS‘s__ 


London headquarters was booked in - 
the name of Anderson Brons. The _ 


_ manager of the society, which was _ : 


originally formed to promote. 


Commonwealth understanding, told 


the ews of the World "We've been _ 
duped, but there’s nothing we can 
do about it now. If we break up the 





__ meeting they could wreck the place. __ 


..? aimed at disqualifying the 


Biting the hand 
that feeds you 


IT comes as some surprise to 
find that the World Muslim 
League has been singled out as a 
target for attack in a recent 
issue of Lady Jane Birdwood’s 
Choice newspaper. 

What has upset Choice, it appears, 
are reports that several universities 
and local education authorities may 
set up post-graduate courses in 
Islamic studies. The initiative — and 
much of the funding — according to 
Choice, is coming from the World 
Muslim League, and is “a perfect 
example of a powerful moneyed 
international body interfering 
through its adherents here in the 
religious and academic life of our 
nation...” 

But the last time that the League 
hit the headlines for ‘interfering’ in 
religious and academic matters was 
when it put up the necessary funds 
for Brighton's nazi publishers Alan 
and Anthony Hancock to circulate 
thousands of copies of William 
Grimstad’s books The Six Million 
Reconsidered and Anti-Zion. The first 
denies that the Holocaust took 
place, and the second is a collection 
of assorted anti-semitic lies. 

The League’s backing for the 
Hancocks in distributing this poison 
was admitted by its Director- 
General Dr Inamulah Khan, who told 
the Daily Mirror “Our aim is to correct 
many wrong notions held about 
Jews”. The League had also directly 
funded Grimstad to the tune of 
thousands of dollars while he was 
writing his books, and he was forced 
to register with the American State 
Department as an agent of a foreign 
power — the Saudi Arabian 
government, which is a major 
source of funds for the World 
Muslim League. 

But, most ironically, the WML is 
particularly close to the World Anti- 
Communism League, in which 
Inamulah Khan is also a prominent 
figure — as is Choice’s editor Lady 
Jane Birdwood, who has been a 
delegate from its British chapter to 
WACL conferences. Some wires are 
clearly crossed somewhere. 


Lady Jane Birdwood. 


Hair today, gone tomorrow 


John Tyndall. 


MARTIN WEBSTER’S recent appearance with a hairdo short enough to 
impress even the most hardline of his glue-sniffing pack of supporters 
prompted Searchlight to take a closer look at changing trends in far right 
coiffure. As our first two sets of photos show, the years have seen Webster, 
and his young acolyte lan Anderson, shed the flowing locks which once graced 
their less than Arayan skulls, in favour of more modest styles. Webster might 
now be mistaken for a fully-fledged if ageing ‘skin’. 

But, swimming against the stream as usual, is their current arch rival, BNP 
leader John Tyndall, who, it seems, has sprouted locks as if from nowhere over 
the years. The secret is simple: when the NF thought they were on the brink of 
making it big back in 1977, Tyndall decided an image more cultivated than his 
balding boot-boy style was in order. So, he winged off to Paris to have dainty 
little locks plucked from God-knows-what part of his body and transplanted to 
the upper reaches of the fuhrerpate. Despite his initial embarrassment (he 
worked in his NF headquarters office for weeks refusing to remove a large 
Russian-style fur hat), reliable informants tell us that you can hardly see the 
join. 








The recent abortive march by 
Tyndall’s British National Party in 
Newcastle has once again brought 
to the surface the activities of 
hard-line nazis in that area. 
Tyndall's intention had been to 
march through the city centre, and 
the police took the view that 
anybody was free to march 
through the streets of Newcastle. 
Local people were shocked by the 
way the police handled the affair. 
For instance, although the police 
have two officers sitting on the 
local Community Relations 
Councils, they appeared 
conveniently to have forgotten to 
tell their fellow members that the 
march was planned. Only after the 
news leaked out was there any 
discussion with the police who 
took a firm stand in favour of the 
march going ahead. 

On the day of the intended march 
however, the police, seeing the potential 
size of the opposition and its broad 
support, tried to deal their way out of a 
corner by suggesting that the nazis march 
early in the morning rather than in the 
middle of the day. But by that time the 
BNP had only been able to muster a 
handful of followers and they decided to 
turn down the offer. Instead they sold a few 
papers and moved on. At the arranged time 
for the march there were still only 30 nazis 
on the scene, and, unable to march, they 
rapidly left. In short, it was a fiasco for the 
nazis and a victory for the local people. 

However, local anti-fascists are not only 
angry at the police stance on this matter, 
but also at the growing activities of a small 
but sophisticated nazi group in the area. 
For some time now nazis have held paper 
sales in the city centre and have leafleted 
Asian areas. Coupled with this increased 
activity there have been a number of serious 


assaults on black people. Recently a 
Nigerian was badly beaten by racists. 

A dirty tricks campaign is also under way 
in the city with false ‘‘black power”’ stickers 
appearing in areas where they are likely to 
stir up trouble. In other parts the more 
tradtional nazi stickers declaring ‘‘Hitler 
was right’’ have appeared. Letters to the 
press have claimed that the BNP is not an 
extreme organisation. 

In the local polytechnic racist material 
has been put up by persons unknown, who 
are, however, not students. 

Over the last 25 years this area has 
spawned a number of local men with long 
dedicated nazi backgrounds. One is Gordon 
Stridiron, aged 36, a former member of the 
National Socialist Movement (NSM), the 
National Socialist Group (NSG), the 
National Front, and more recently the 
League of St George. He lives in Greencroft 
Towers in Gateshead, the source of racist 
letters to the local press signed Trevor 
Cummings. There is no Trevor Cummings 
listed as living at Greencroft Towers. Jim 
Moore has a similar political background to 
Stridiron — NSM, and contacts with the 
World Union of National Socialists 
(WUNS), the National Socialist Irish 
Workers Party, and the United Kingdom 
National Socialist Party of which he was the 
north of England chairman. Moore was 
also associated with Column 88, the nazi 
paramilitary group. A third interesting 
character in the area is Tom Graham who 
used to write letters on paper headed ‘‘The 
National Socialist International’’ to various 
other nazis up and down the country. 
Graham, if still alive, must be getting on in 
years, but is an old hand at nazi dirty tricks. 

Also active is John Helm, a nazi based in 
Hull. Moore has never been a man to seek 
the limelight, but Stridiron was an active 
local NF organiser in the area as late as 
1976. Nowadays they appear to be using 
George Bainbridge, the local BNP 
organiser, as a front man and fall guy for 
their activities. 





@ OLDHAM WOMAN OBJECTS TO 
NURSERIES FOR ASIAN CHILDREN. 

An Oldham woman, dubbed a ‘battling 
granny”’ by the local paper, has objected to the 
‘near exclusive’ use of two nurseries by Asian 
children. The nurseries are located in an area 
where there is a high concentration of Asian 
families. 

Mrs Emily Walsh (61), said she was also angry 
at the plan to run the two new neighbourhood 
nursery units with Asian staff. She said it was 
. “our turn to fight on principle’, and has 
reported the local authority to the Commission 
for Racial Equality. 

Assistant Director of Social Services, Gwen 
Swire said: ‘‘There is a lot of evidence that Asian 
mothers are socially isolated because of language 
problems. 

““We feel it appropriate to put Asian staff in 
areas where there are many Asian families. (The 
Chronicle, Oldham 1.9.83.) 
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e ‘‘SIEG HEIL’? LEADS TO COURT 

A Surbiton youth was in a group of 350 being 
escorted by police from Southend to London’s 
East End on Bank Holiday Monday. 

In Brick Lane, the youth, Adrian Hicks (18), 
chanted ‘‘Sieg Heil’’, and swore at a group of 
Asians. He was then arrested. 

Hicks, who has previous convictions, and lives 
in a probation hostel, was remanded on bail till 3 
October. (Surrey Comet 9.9.83.) 


@ NF STICKERS PLASTER SCHOOL 
Hundreds of National Front stickers were 
plastered over a school in Hythe on the night of 
Monday 5 September. 

Pupils who turned up for the new term on 
Tuesday at Brockhill and St Leonards Upper 
School, found the stickers covering the outside 
of the building. Police are investigating. 
(Folkestone Herald 9.9.83.) 
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Letter from Gordon Stridiron to League of 
St George boss Keith Thompson. 


Hayes 
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There’s nothing like knowing what's going 
on in your own party. The trouble is that if 
that party happens to be the National Front 
you may have a problem. Searchlight (100) 
reported on the difficulties the NF is having 
in the Blackburn area. In recent months it 
has suffered a series of resignations and 
defections. 

Now, leading local NF figure David Riley 
has stood down from his area posts as 
chairman of the Accrington and Blackburn 
branch and the North West Regional 
Chairmanship. Riley has been at it for the 
last 10 years, during which he has been a 
candidate at parliamentary elections and 
had trouble with the race relations laws. In 
future he will play a lesser role. He is to be 
replaced by Darwen activist Robert Hayes. 
Hayes for the last two years has been 
chairman of the Blackburn branch. But does 
Mr Hayes know what’s what in the NF? 
Clearly not, because he has just become 
Searchlight’s latest subscriber. If we wait 
long enough we may also get subscriptions 
for Wilfred Smith, the new _ regional 
chairman, and Douglas Branson, the new 
activities organiser. 





No Police 
‘Contract’ for 
Asians 


When he took over the job last year, 
Metropolitan Police Commissioner Sir 
Kenneth Newman spoke of a contract 
between London’s police and the 
public. For some Londoners such fine 
words mean nothing. Amongst them 
are the Asians of East London who day 
after day live in the shadow of both 
institutional racism and its partner, 
street violence. On any street or estate 
in east London one can hear stories of 
bad housing management and violent 
attacks on families. The Greater 
London Council has taken an 
exceptionally strong line in the last few 
months over the failure to provide 
Asians with decent and secure homes. 
Local housing officers will now have to 
treat Asians like any other Londoners 
or be ‘‘for the high jump’’, as one 
leading GLC member recently put it. 
This is a concrete and definite way of 
improving the lot of East London’s 
Asian community. 

However in the area of fascist violence 
nothing appears to improve at all. The 
latest stream of attacks in the East End has 
included the stoning of children and the 
hurling of an ignited butane cylinder 
through the window of an Asian home, 
narrowly missing a number of young 
children inside. 

One of the worst recent assaults occurred 
on September 3 when Dipak Amin, a 
medical student at the London Hospital in 
Whitechapel, left his family home in North 
London and drove to visit friends in 
Shoreditch. As he was locking up his car he 
was attacked by a white group, who kicked 
him to the ground, slashed his face and 
body with various weapons, carved NF on 
his wrists and finally robbed him. He lay in 
the street for two hours before being taken 
to the very hospistal where he is learning his 
skills as a future doctor. He now has serious 
spinal damage and is badly scarred. 

The police appear to have had one 
priority: not to find this assailants, but to 
keep the press from mentioning the fact 
that the letters NF had been carved on his 
wrists. The fact that he had been robbed, 
almost as an after-thought, gave them what 
they saw as a get-out — it’s not racial, it’s 
robbery, they said. One bright spark in the 
force is said to have suggested that he might 
have inflicted the wounds on himself. The 
local paper, the Hackney. Gazette, ran its 
first report of the attack without any 
coverage of the racist slogan slashed on the 
young man’s wrists, because, it appears, the 
police asked reporters to play it down and 
they obligingly did so. But as it was public 
knowledge, the Friday edition of the paper 
told the whole story. LBC, London’s local 
commercial news radio station, also put out 
a carefully sanitised version of events. 





Ill-Judged verdict 


Some time ago a violent racist 
attack took place in a Bradford wine 
bar. Black people were scattered as 
a gang of racists giving nazi salutes 
and shouting ‘‘Sieg Heil’? and 
‘‘National Front’’ burst in on them. 
Some tried to defend themselves as 
the men slashed customers with 
various weapons. In a frantic effort 
to escape the fire doors were broken 
open and people fled into the street. 

When 11 of the racists appeared 
before Judge Randolf recently they put 
up a defence of being unduly provoked 
into making this vicious attack, which 
included slashing a black woman’s 
breasts with a Stanley knife. 

Incredibly, the Judge told the 
accused: ‘‘You all richly deserve a 
custodial sentence, but in the light of 
what happened to your opponents when 
they were tried it would be unjust to 
send you into custody here and now’’. 

He then went on to give the 11 racists 
suspended sentences, fines and 
community service orders. What the 
jury was not told by the Judge or the 
prosecution was none of the black 
people arrested by the police after the 
attack had been convicted. Judge 
Randolf appeared by his remarks to re- 
try those black people and find them 
guilty. 





@ WALSALL FIREBOMB TERROR 

A Walsall family have been subjected to a 
paraffin firebomb attack on their corner shop. 
Arson experts have been called in to investigate 
the fire. Mrs Parveen Jarvid said she believed the 
family were the victims of a racial hate 
campaign, and that several other incidents had 
occurred in the week before the attack. 

Mrs Jarvid (28), her husband Munir (35), and 
their six-month-old daughter, Farhat, were 
asleep in the house next door to the shop when 
the attack occurred. They woke at 3.20am to find 
fireman fighting to save the shop. 

‘*We are now very frightened that we will be 
driven away from our business which only 
opened in August’’, said Mrs Jarvid. 

Supt. John Carter, of Walsall Police, said that 
the police were not aware of a campaign against 
the Jarvids, but that the attack was being 
investigated. (Evening Mail 21.9.83). 


@ WINE BAR BAN ON SIKHS 

A Birmingham Sikh youth leader was refused 
entry into a West Bromwich wine bar because he 
was wearing a turban. 

Mr Dal Singh, of the Sikh Youth Service, said 
he was refused entry at Buzby’s wine bar in West 
Bromwich because of a ‘‘total ban on any form 
of headgear’, even though he was wearing a suit 
and tie. 

Dal Singh said he plans to take the issue 
further: ‘“‘A turban is not just a form of 
headgear. It is one of the five symbols of our 
religion which are sacred to the Sikhs.”’ 

The manager of the wine bar said that the ban 
was imposed after some trouble with 
motorcyclists, and it was felt only fair to ban all 
headgear. He said one Sikh removed his turban, 
and was then allowed entry. 

In September last year, a Sikh student was 
refused entry to Snobs nightclub in Birmingham 
because he was wearing a turban. (Evening Mail 
18.3.83 and 24.9.83.) 


DIFFERENT WORLDS 


Different Worlds is an illustrated book about racism and discrimination 
in Britain. It provides a factual and concise account of the situation of black 


people today. 


Different Worlds is divided into two parts. Part One looks at the laws which 
have been passed to deal with racial discrimination and at how these have 
worked in practice. Part Two examines how racism and discrimination 


operate in Britain today. It looks at 


immigration 
employment 

education 

housing 

health and social services 


the media 
the police 
the extreme right 


the provision of goods and services 


Each section includesa select list of books 


and pamphlets for further reading. 


Different Worlds is written for the general reader and will be of use to 
anyone who wants to know about the extent of discrimination in Britain 


today. 


Published by the Runnymede Trust and Lewisham Borough Council. 


Price £1.00 including p+p. 








UNDER THE TORY SHEETS 


YCs pinpoint extremist infiltration 





THE issue of right-wing infiltration 
into the Conservative Party burst 
open in public again in October 
with the leaking of a confidential 
internal report only days before the 
party conference opened in 
Blackpool. Its publication sent 
‘damage control’ workers at 
Conservative Office into a flurry of 
activity, revealing as it did clear 
evidence that there are co- 
ordinated attempts both to bridge 
the gap between the party and nazi 


groups, and indeed, to infiltrate 
nazis into the heart of local 
conservative associations. But 


attempts by the party leadership to 
play down the report’s importance 
failed, and party chairman John 
Selwyn Gummer has been forced 
to announce new vetting 
procedures to prevent extremists 
from becoming party election 
candidates. 

The 40-page report was the work of a 
committee set up by the Young 
Conservatives, with the full blessing of 
former party chairman Cecil Parkinson, 
initially to examine problems of right-wing 
entryism which had become evident in the 
YCs. But its brief widened as it became 
clear that the YCs were only one section of 
the party on which right-wing extremists 
had their sights. 

The report 


explains the growing 


attraction of the party for extremists by the 
decline of ‘fringe’ right-wing groups like the 
National Front and British Movement: 
‘*With the continued popular decline of the 
NF’’ it says, ‘‘many of their members might 





Harvey Proctor. 
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decide to join the Conservative Party. After 
all, there is nowhere else for them to go’’. It 
identifies two processes at work: some 
former members of right-wing groups are 
drifting to the Conservative Party on an 
individual basis, while at the same time, 
some groups have consciously decided to 
embark upon a strategy of entryism. The 
case of Thomas Finnegan in the June 
election is the most celebrated example of 
the former, while the activities of the 
breakaway National Front Constitutional 
Movement, exposed in the report, are the 
clearest instance of the latter. 

But the report also investigated the 

activities of certain ‘co-ordinating groups’ 
which seek to establish a _ bridgehead 
between overtly nazi and racist groups and 
the right-wing of the Conservative Party. It 
singles out Tory Action, the London 
Swinton Circle and David Irving’s Focus 
Policy Study Group, but gives most 
attention to WISE (Welsh Irish Scots and 
English Association) first exposed as such 
as a ‘bridgehead’ in Searchlight in 
September 1981. A number of MPs are 
named as having connections with extremist 
groups, again, these often having been 
exposed first in Searchlight. Prominent 
amongst them is Harvey Proctor, MP for 
Biilericay, who has addressed WISE 
meetings where the audience was packed 
with nazis. The report says ‘‘He has been 
very involved in the Monday Club from the 
early 1970s onwards and is a close 
association of Lady Jane Birdwood, G.K. 
Young, Bee Carthew and Joy Page, and he 
recently kept lunch appointments with 
some of these characters . . . Although not 
on the candidates list, in 1974 Mr Proctor 
stood as the Conservative candidate in 
Hackney South and Shoreditch. 
Surprisingly, the NF did not contest the 
election, despite the fact that it was one of 
their strongest areas ... Mr Proctor is 
actively involved in a number of right-wing 
causes (including) WISE, where, at its 
meeting in July 1981, Mr Andrew 
Fountaine proposed the vote of thanks to 
Mr Proctor for his speech . . . On 4 August 
1982 he gave an extraordinary interview on 
BBC Radio 4. Given a clear opportunity to 
differentiate his views on immigration from 
those of the National Front, he failed to do 
SOs. 
The report’s authors believe that ‘‘there 
are too many MPs who are prepared to use 
the questions of race and immigration in an 
emotive manner, whipping up bigotry and 
prejudices . . . it is instances like this — by 
elements of the Parliamentary party — that 
help the extremist activists in the 
constituencies’’. 

Drawing heavily on material originally 
researched and published in Searchlight, as 
well as from other sources, the committee 
has compiled a lengthy list of individuals 





lade Jane Birdwood (left) an 
(right) in Downing St. 

who have come to the Conservative Party 
from the far right, many of them candidates 
in local government elections. 

But by far the most devastating 
revelation is contained in a letter from 
Richard Franklin to another extremist, of 
which the committee was provided with a 
copy. Franklin was formerly a member of 
the National Socialist Movement, the 
Directorate of the National Front, the 
League of St George and the National 
Front Constitutional Movement. Earlier 
this year he was expelled from the 
Conservative Party after his past was 
exposed, but not before he had contested a 
local council election on behalf of the party 
in Norwich. 

The letter, (reproduced right) is nothing 
less than a blueprint for the systematic 
infiltration of the Tory Party by members 
of the NFCM and other right-wing groups. 
Other letters, included in appendices to the 
main report, suggest that British Movement 
members have also been deliberately 
infiltrated into Young Conservative 
branches in London. 

Amongst the report’s recommendations 
are: 

@A permanent unit to monitor infiltration 
and collaboration; 

@A proscribed list of election candidates; 
@ More rigorous selection procedures; 

@ Organisations like WISE, the London 
Swinton Circle and Tory Action to be 
banned from using party facilities; 

@The party leadership should make it 
publicly clear that ‘‘organisations such as 
WISE that attempt to act as a bridge 
between the Conservative Party and 
extremist political organisations are totally 
unacceptable’? and MPs who persist in 
associating with them should have the party 
whip removed. 

Failure to adopt tough measures, the 
authors warn, may lead to ‘‘a political party 
harbouring fanatical extremists, backed up 
by professional organisational support, and 
seeing open factionalism at its conference 
and within its constituency associations. . . 
We cannot avoid the problem in the hope 
that it will go away’’. 


Rayners Lane, 
Harrow, Middx. 


10 July 1982 


Dear Mike, 


Many thanks for your telephone call. Here are the enclosures Pp 
as promised. . 
They include extracts from League Review and Monday World both Inv 
dated last year. But I think you will agree that 'Signposts for : 
British Nationalism’ is the most interesting of the three. 


As I told you, it was the work of League of St. George members 
and associates, although it is not officially recognised by the 
LoSG leadership. When you consider it was written nearly two 
years ago, it has proved remarkably prophetic. 


As the document makes plain, those of us who have chosen to work 
quietly through the Conservative Party are not altering one iota 
of our basim ideology. Far from it. The new strategy merely 
represents a change of style. IT 
When some of us established the National Front Constitutional Tony og ioe 
Movement, it was never seriously believed by its more intelligent . y his fe 
members that it could ever form the nucleus of an independent gra ssed m. : 
political party of the Right. The more far-thinking Nationalists y and ees him to 
saw it as a sort of ‘halfway house' between the Conservative ' “406 Ss. — | 
Party Right and the outside Right. Reciprocal developments within ce k ine McNeil - a i 

“the Tory Party include the formation of Tory Action, a beefed-up eer McNeil we 2 ere 
Monday Club and the Salisbury Review 'tendency' to borrow a phrase (UL Une 

from the Left. W.I.S.E also provides a useful meeting point. é et é 

Although I know that you have expressed reservations about the ‘recruitin: into the or; anisation so) € 
wisdom of this new direction, I think you are being unduly ge ee sc lena en who oa 
pessimistic, The facts speak for themselves. All the independent oe het Ay ware who | 
Nationalist groupings are spent as an electoral force, while the ivolver : 

Conservative Party itself is being transformed as radically as ' wal 

is the Labour Party. 


Compare the Tory Party of today with the Tory Party of, say, 

1974 under Edward Heath. The change is nothing short of dramatic. 
The party and its supporters are now saying and doing things that 
would have been considered unthinkable a few years back. Not only 
have events in the South Atlantic changed the mood of the British 
people, journalists like Andrew Alexander and Peregrine Worsthorne 
are articulating long-suppressed feelings among the population on 
race, immigration, law and order, pornography, defence and foreign 
affairs. Even the nature of the Right of the Conservative Party is 
shifting. It is moving from laissez-faire liberalism to nationalism. 


We also have a crop of high-calibre MPs like Harvey Proctor who are 
making speeches that would have been considered beyond the pale 
a few years ago. oe to 
course we have a long way to go, but the situation is Feport tes 
e@oking good. Large numbers of former Nationalists are now | Circle whi 
aug into Conservative Party Associations throughout the country, : ' nO 
Big city conurbations blighted by immigration and crime are . tained South 
obviously fruitful territory but even more rural areas like : vor Bensor “The Circh i: ey 
Norfolk are proving surprisingly promising. Good organisation _ Semite Ivor Benson. ihe Cire currently 
and spadework are the ingredients for success, as the Left have beir n by, amongst others. former NF 
demonstrated time and time again, : im ' : 


Obviously it's not as exciting as marching around waving placards 
and Union Jacks, but it is infinitely more rewarding in terms 

of real political power. For instance, a concerted effort by 
dedicated Nationalists can pay huge dividends in candidate selection, 
I think the next election will yreid u few ‘plums! Ecwever it does 
not stop there by any means. Framing conference resolutions and 
writing letters to the press in the name of the Conservative 
Party is an invaluable method of jolting the Tory ‘establishment! 
and moulding public opinion. It can also ensure that the right 
sort of people join up, as long as you are prepared to take a 
backseat and let longer—established officers of the constituenoy 
party take the credit for a letter you may have 'ghosted.* 


As you can see, it is not a game for egotists or those with 
notorious past records on the Right. So if you are t 

of joining the Tories, for Heavens sake, make sure that you 

don't bring any nutters or loud-mouths in with you. Their place 

is with the lunatic fringe where they can keep the Left distracted 
and act as a yardstick by which our own 'moderation' can be 


judged. 


I am convinced that events Will Gcnonstrate that the course 

we have embarked upon is the right one. All we have to do is to 
keep our heads and not harp on a single issue but be prepared to 
be flexible and put our energies into the areas of political 
debate that are topical. 


One more thing. Be very discreet about who you discuss this with. 
_ I will let you kmow about how things get on from my end. I hope to 
have a new address soon. 


Yours sincerely, 


Qa ee 


Blowing the gaffe — plans for infiltration revealed in Richard Franklin letter. 
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The old voice of the ‘new right’ 


Back in the late ’60s a group of young 
Frenchmen, most of whom had 
involvements with various fascist 
grouplets, decided that a new strategy 
was needed if they were to make 
political headway. Instead of marching 
with nondescript nazis and racists, and 
instead of engaging in futile electoral 
activities, they would seek to create a 
cultural climate in which racist and 
authoritarian ideas could flourish. 
Thus was born the imposing sounding 
Groupement de Recherches et Etudes 
pour la Civilisation Européen 
(GRECE), which was take the high- 
minded road towards fascism. 


In the intervening years GRECE has achieved 
considerable success in attempting to create an 
ultra-right ‘cultural movement’ in France. Under 
the leadership of Alain de Benoist, GRECE 
publishes glossy magazines such as Nouvelle 
Ecole and Eléments, which are of a far higher 
intellectual standard than anything published in 
Britain by the likes of the National Front or the 
British Movement. Moreover, by concentrating 
upon the ‘philosophical’ aspects of racial matters 
and by pompous intellectual name-dropping, 
GRECE has been able to recruit some well- 
known names from the academic and literary 
worlds to its lists of contributors and editorial 
consultants. 

David Irving, here in Britain, has much 
admired the success of these French cultural 
fascists, and his Focal Point was designed, in 
part, to create a similarly ‘respectable’ vehicle 
for extreme ideas. Now, with the publication of a 
relatively new magazine, National Democrat, 
Irving has a new competitor for the role of the 
Cultural Saviour of the British Soul. Whereas 
Irving’s version of British Culture has a distinctly 
Teutonic flavour, National Democrat, edited by 
Michael Walker, has the Gallic tone one would 
expect of an off-shoot of GRECE. 

The first issue of National Democrat (dated 
Winter 1981/2) looked a much shabbier sort of 
affair than the plush publications of GRECE. 
However, the intentions of National Democrat 
were clear as GRECE’s fifteenth annual meeting 
was fulsomely praised: ‘‘GRECE defends 
Western culture against the ‘pseudo-happiness of 
consumer society’ and the ‘levelling spirit of the 
age’.’’ The major piece in this first issue was a 
translation from a typically boring piece by de 
Benoist himself on the subject of racialism. The 
cultural fascists like to dress up their prejudices 
against non-whites by claiming that prejudice 
isn’t really prejudice, it’s ‘‘a natural inclination 
of the human mind’’. And natural inclinations 
have to be defended by some rather unnatural 

- uses of language: ‘‘Rejection of the Other is also 
a rejection of the dialectical process which allows 
self-building and self-transformation by a 
positive confrontation with the Other’’. And so 
on, page after turgid page. 

De Benoist, clever chap that he is, has a clever 
argument, designed to promote the acceptable 
side of bigotry. He uses his portentous phrases to 
argue that anti-racists are in fact just as racist as 
nazis (in the context of GRECE it is permissible 
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to criticise Hitler). In place of all these racists, de 
Benoist wants to establish an ‘‘anti-racist’’ creed 
which will recognise the importance of racial 
differences in order to combat the ‘‘dominant 
egalitarian ideology that considers the 
differences among men or among cultures to be 
minor or transitory’. If sophisticated readers get 
confused by de Benoist’s so-called ‘anti-racism’, 
he stresses that ‘‘our anti-racism is certainly not 
the same as the one claimed by the self-styled 
‘anti-racist’ groups’’. 

Two of the key planks in GRECE’s and 
National Democrat’s sanitised anti-racist form 
of racism are that they are not nazi and that they 
are not racist, but that their ideas somehow exist 
on a much higher spiritual plane that those crude 
creeds (issue 3 quoted Guillaume Faye of 
GRECE claiming that ‘‘GRECE is the 
forerunner, the avante-garde of a new 
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NATIONAL DEMOCRAT 


uoony Anansi Ranh 


The Problem of Racism 





Hellenism, one possessing the longest memory 
yet being of the most intense modernity’’). 
However, the ‘anti-racism’ resembles old- 
fashioned racism very closely. Issue 3 states 
categorically that ‘‘there are different qualities to 
be found in different races’’, and, and course, 
National Democrat, in common with its fréres 
and soeurs across the Channel, is concerned to 
promote the special qualities of the Europeans. 
The same issue has Dominic Hampshire, a 
regular contributor, arguing for the complete 
‘repatriation’ of non-whites from Britain: ‘‘Time 
is running out for the racialists of the White 
World’ he warns, forgetting that, for the 
purposes of present arguments, he is supposed to 
be an anti-racialist. 

Dominic Hampshire, in the same issue, shows 
his anti-nazi credentials, and they are almost as 
impressive as his anti-racialist ones. He criticises 
a pamphlet by the hard-line British nazi, Colin 
Jordan, all the while according Jordan the 
honour of being a fellow ‘nationalist’ (and 
National Democrat is, naturally all in favour of 


nationalism). Jordan is criticised for what will 
appear to non-fascists as being rather technical 
matters: for example, for putting too much 
emphasis upon pan-Aryanism as opposed to 
nationalism, for being, like Hitler, a bit too 
much in favour of capitalism, etc, etc. 

The criticisms of Jordan resemble the sorts of 
argument which nowadays can be found in the 
pages of National Front publications, where 
criticisms of Hitler accompany a defence of the 
‘Strasserite’ version of National Socialism. And 
sure enough, Dominic Hampshire includes a 
lengthy quotation from Otto Strasser, and the 
fourth issue contains a special tribute to the 
“leader of the socialist wing of the National 
Socialist movement’’. No space is found for any 
criticism of Strasser’s anti-semitism, nor for his 
not especially anti-racist type of racism. Instead 
it is said that ‘his ideas have begun to have an 
influence again in Britain and Germany, 
particularly with young nationalists, 
disillusioned with the nostalgias of pro-Hitlerite 
fascists’. 


Scorpion rising 


This obique tribute to the ‘‘young nationalists”’ 
of the National Front appears in what is 
technically the fourth issue of National 
Democrat, but is the first to be published under 
the new name of The Scorpion. It appears that 
some sympathisers were none too keen on the 
original title. Above all, having the word 
‘democrat’ in the title seems to have struck some 
as being too wishy-washy. The very first issue 
had justified the use of ‘Democrat’ rather half- 
heartedly by saying that it was ‘‘unrealistic’’ to 
be anything else nowadays ‘‘because people have 
become wary of demagogues’’. The third issue 
had seen fit to stress that it was no ordinary form 
of democracy that was being defended, but it was 
a ‘‘Folk Democracy’’. But even this was not 
sufficient to stem the suspicions, and so the title 
had to be changed. 

Such delicacy in the application of labels is 
symptomatic of some rather old, and none too 
respectable, liaisons lurking beneath the surface 
of National Democrat. As Searchlight pointed 
out recently the editor Michael Walker appears 
to have contacts with Nick Griffin of the 
National Front, not to mention some less than 
salubrious Italian connections. Moreover, the 
printed pages of National Democrat do not cover 
all tracks. 

The second issue praised the magazine 
Heritage and Destiny, which is not quite so 
fastidious in the matter of anti-semitism, and 
number three contains an article from George 
Young, the ex-Monday Clubber who is similarly 
unfastidious. The latest issue contains an 
advertisement for Candour, the deeply anti- 
semitic magazine founded by A.K. Chesterton, 
the first chairman of the National Front. For its 
part Candour has recently given National 
Democrat a plug (‘‘the new anti-egalitarian 
journal’’). 

All this is strongly reminiscent of GRECE, 
who have never let the philosophical verbiage 
and the glitter of their ‘respectable’ personalities 
stand in the way of some rather dubious 
connections. After all, a few long words and a 
smattering of culture are not enough to disguise 
racism as anti-racism: the old prejudices keep 
showing through. 


INTERNATIONAL 
Cole] [ariel .. 


RACISTS WITH ROCKET LAUNCHERS 


There’s a revolution coming and it will 
be the biggest bloodbath you can 
imagine. 

James Wickstrom 


We’re going to fight for Jesus Christ 
and anybody who gets in the way is 
going to get wiped out. 

William Potter Gale 


On February 13 this year, Gordon 
Wendell Kahl, a 63-year-old North 
Dakota farmer, shot dead two US 
marshals. Hunted by hundreds of 
federal, state and local officers, 
aided by an infra-red spotter plane, 
he was eventually traced to a 
farmhouse bunker in Arkansas. As 
the law moved in, Kahl killed a 
sheriff before the authorities he so 
hated opened fire and ended his life. 

Gordan Kahl was a tax-resister, 
one of several thousand American 
citizens who bitterly resent and try 
to resist the demands of the Inland 
Revenue Service. What was 
different about Kahl was that he 
was willing to kill. In the aftermath 
of the shootings, investigators and 
journalists have begun to bring to 
light the disturbing details of the 
ultra-rightist anti-tax organisation 
to which Kahl belonged, Posse 
Comitatus. Armed with a mixture 
of bizarre theology, nostalgia for 
the simplicities of the 19th century 
frontier and the most up-to-date 
weaponry, this organisation, 
previously a relatively obscure 
section of the US extreme right, is 
now seen as a public danger in areas 
where it is active. 


Vigilante bands 


Posse Comitatus (the Power of the 
County) was formed in 1969 by Henry 
L. Beach, a retired machinist from 
Oregon and former member of the 
fascist organisation of the 1930s, the 
Silver Shirts. But it was two other men, 
40-year-old James Wickstrom and 
veteran extremist William Potter Gale, 
who have built the Posse up to a 
national organisation. Gale, founder of 
the racist Ministry of Christ Church, and 
Wickstrom, a Wisconsin-based admirer 
of the late Senator Joseph McCarthy, 
have turned Beach’s brainchild into an 


organisation which has vigilante bands 
in at least 13 states and which is believed 
by the United States Marshals Service to 
be in possession of rocket-propelled 
grenades and mortars. Its politics do not 
stop at tax-resistance. Wickstrom and 
Gale recently broadcast regular sermons 
on a Kansas radio station, one of which 
declared ‘‘You’re God’s battle-axe . . . 
they’re going to cleanse this land and 
they’re going to cleanse it just the way it 
was cleansed in symbolism — with 
blood, because that’s the way it is going 
to be.’ If ‘‘the Jews’’ ever moved against 
the Posse, Gale stated, ‘‘every Rabbi in 
Los Angeles will die within 24 hours 

.. The broadcasts explained to 
listeners how to garotte people in their 
sleep and how to set up roadblock 
ambushes. 


James Wickstrom. 


The Posse is given to exaggerating its 
support (Wickstrom has claimed over 
two million supporters) and probably 
has less than 3,000 members. But it takes 
its harking-back to the 19th century 
deadly seriously. To its members, the 
county is the real seat of government 
(hence its name) and the county sheriff’s 
office the only legal law enforcement 
body. Above the county lies the power 
of the Communists, the bankers, the 
Jews and the ‘‘drunken Congressmen 
who are part of a dark conspiracy to 
bring down America’’. The Posse 
pressurises sheriffs to work with it and 
has threatened recalitrant Kansas 
officers with hanging. Members regard 
themselves as authorised ‘‘under natural 
law to act in the name of the Sheriff’’ 
and have been involved in several acts of 
violence as well as serving numerous 
subpoenas on state officials to appear 
before a ‘‘Christian Citizens Grand 
jury 


Kahl’s killing of law officers has been 
the most violent act of a Posse member 
but in California a deputy was shot 
when members attempted to block 
enforcement of a court order allowing 
union organisers to enter private fields. 
In Oregon seven armed members 
occupied a shed in pursuit of a property 
dispute. They were subsequently 
convicted — and the shed was the wrong 
one. In Wickstrom’s home base of 
Wisconsin, members overpowered a 
highway patrolman while resisting arrest 
and also held an Inland Revenue agent 
prisoner for ‘interrogation’ about his 
activities. Posse members have set up at 
least two areas which reject the authority 
of the US government — Constitution 
Township in Tigerton Dells, Wisconsin, 
and the Township of Good Faith in 
Washington State. Military manoeuvres 
have taken place inside the Wisconsin 
base and signs have been erected reading 
‘Federal Agents Keep Out. Survivors 
will be prosecuted’. 

Posse activists not only hold to a 
peculiar interpretation of the 
Constitution but, in many cases, are also 
adherents of a bizarre theology known 
as Identity. Comitted to the belief that 
the British and their kin in the United 
States, Australia and elsewhere are the 
literal descendants of biblical Israel and 
hence are God’s chosen people (the 
‘British Israel’ theory), Identity 
Christians hold that blacks are inferior 
and that Jews are ‘the seed of Satan’. 


Lunatic connections 


The Posse, through the Identity beliefs 
common in its ranks, have connections 
with several other lunatic religious 
organisations. It has engaged in 
paramilitary manoeuvres in California 
with members of a Ku Klux Klan group 
and the Minutemen paramilitary 
organisation, and is also believed to have 
connections with the formerly left-wing, 
now ultra-rightist group, the National 
Caucus of Labour Committees. Gale 
himself goes back a long way and in the 
1960s ran a paramilitary organisation, 
the California Rangers. Nor is the Posse 
unknown on the British right. In 1975 a 
short-lived attempt was made to bring 
together fascist organisations in the 
United States and elsewhere in a White 
Confederacy. Among the American 
organisations was Posse Comitatus. The 
British representative was the British 
Movement. 





13 


Obituary of a Rightist ... 





Among the passengers killed in the 
Korean airliner shot down by the 
Russians was a US Congressman, 
Larry McDonald. He was no ordinary 
Congressman. Indeed some of the 
American right, including Howard 
Phillips of the Conservative Caucus, 
believe his presence on the plane was 
the reason why it was shot down. 
Chairman of one of the most 
important ultra-rightist organisation in 
the USA, the John Birch Society, 
Larry McDonald was a veteran activist 
of the American far-right. That 
colleagues should believe that the 
Russians would risk a world incident to 
get him is an appropriate comment on 
the weird conspiratorial world he 
inhabited. 

Forty-eight at the time of his death, 
McDonald was elected Congressman for 
Georgia in 1974 and was three times re- 
elected. His chief concern was anti- 
communism. Hostile to government 
spending except on defence, McDonald 
spent a great deal of time reading John 


Birch Society material into the 
Congressional Record and naming left- 
wingers whose activities he monitored 
through a multi-million dollar private 
spying organisation, Western Goals, 
presently under investigation by an 
American grand jury. Ironically, 
McDonald’s use of infiltrators into the left 
once led to his being suspected of being a 
left-wing agent himself by Lyndon 
LaRouche’s bizarre right-wing group the 
US Labour Party. 


Gay ‘users’ fee 


As well as campaigning against 
Communism, McDonald also railed against 
homosexuality. He recently suggested that 
gays should be charged a ‘users’ fee’ to pay 
for AIDS research, and in reaction to the 
subsequent furore commented that other 
Congressmen opposed this because ‘“‘They 
would not want to raise taxes for 
themselves’’. 

Among: his other contributions to 
political debate was the suggestion that 
Rudolf Hess should be released and 


awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. An avid 
supporter of some 30 rightist groups, 
including the Conservative Caucus, the 
American Conservative Union, the Gun 
Owners of America and the Young 
Americans for Freedom, McDonald’s 
politics were summed up by the pictures of 
Joe McCarthy and General Pinochet that 
decorated his office. A Democrat, he 
believed that both his party and the 
Republicans were ‘‘dominated by 
internationalist forces that are down- 
playing national sovereignty’’ and 
promoting ‘‘international sell-out’’. The 
intensity of his political convictions even 
affected his domestic life — his first wife 
told a divorce court that when she 
complained about the sexual shortcomings 
of their marriage, he replied ‘‘we are at war, 
and people do not make love in war-time’’. 

Described as a ‘‘driven and distant 
personality’’ by a fellow right-winger, 
McDonald took over the John Birch 
Society last year with the retirement of its 
83-year-old founder, Robert Welch. His 
equally right-wing wife, Kathy McDonald, 
intends to succeed him as Representative 
for Georgia. 








WEST GERMANY 


Neo-nazi leader 
gaoled 


POLICE in West Germany are holding 
the notorious nazi Arndt Heinz Marx 
on charges of violence following an 
attack on a fellow nazi whom he 
suspected of trying to split his new 
organisation. 

Marx made the headlines in 1980 when it 
became known that as a Hoffman Group 
military instructor he had trained Gundolf 
Kohler, the young nazi who died planting a 
bomb at the 1980 Munich Octoberfest. 
Marx was also responsible for links between 
the Hoffman Group and the British League 
of St George, to whom he was introduced 









Right — Arndt He 
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by his friend, Brighton nazi Martyn Haine. 

More recently he has been involved with 
Michael Kuhnen (only lately out of gaol 
himself) in organising a new nazi group to 
unite the various splinters left by the 
banning of the Hoffman Group and 
Friedhelm Busse’s VSBD. 

His arrest may mean that he will be out of 
the way for some time: his nazi comrades 
believe that it may be 12-18 months before 
he comes to trial. In the meantime he is 
remanded in custody. 


Anti-fascists injured 


SCORES of anti-fascists were injured 
on October 1 at a rally of the neo-nazi 
National Democratic Party near 
Hanover in northern Germany. 

About 1,500 people turned out to protest 





against the NPD, which has recently been 
spearheading a growing campaign against 
West Germany’s 4.5 million immigrant 
workers — mainly Turks — and their 
families. Police used batons and water 
cannons to disperse the anti-NPD rally 
after sealing off the nazi’s meetings hall 
with barbed wire and blocking nearby 
streets. The trouble broke out, according to 
police, when members of the NPD’s youth 
wing attacked the anti-fascists, calling them 
‘Bolshevist pigs’. 


IRELAND 


Nazi soldier gets life 


THE Irish soldier accused of 
murdering three of his fellow soldiers 
in the Lebanon, and_ exclusively 
revealed in Searchlight to have been a 
former member of the National 
Socialist Irish Workers Party, has been 
sentenced to penal servitude for life by 
an Irish court. 

Private Michael McAleavy was found 
guilty at a court-martial of the murder of 
three other Irish members of the UN peace- 
keeping force in Lebanon last October. 
After an exchange with an Israeli soldier at 
a checkpoint, when McAleavy called him 
‘ta Jew boy’’, he was involved in an 
argument with a corporal who was 
travelling in the same truck. Half-an-hour 
later McAleavey turned his gun on the 
corporal and two more of his colleagues. 

As we revealed exclusively in Searchlight 
a year ago, McAleavy was a convinced nazi 
since his schooldays, and joined the Dublin- 
based NSIWP. While at school he was 
several times in trouble with his teachers for 
trying to recruit others to the party. He 
joined the Irish army in 1979. 





“IT see no ships. .” 


IN our issue 99 we asked if John Tyndall and 
his fellow BNP members could really think 
of nothing else to write about than Martin 
Webster's homosexuality. The short 
answer, it appears, is no. 

It is not only in the subsequent issue of 
Spearhead that Tyndall returns to the theme. 
An article by him in the American nazi paper 
/nstauration, entitled ‘Homosexuality in the 
British Far Right’ treads over the same old 
dreary ground, blaming the four-way split in 
the NF in 1979 firmly and squarely on the 
‘gay mafia’ of Webster and his ‘nest of 
(homosexual) moles’. 

But this dirge, to which Spearhead readers 
must be becoming accustomed, is clearly 
not good enough to fool all of the nazis all of 
the time. One of his readers (amongst 
many, Tyndall concedes), writes in the 
recent Spearhead asking why it took Tyndall 
until 1979 finally to “grasp the nettle” of this 
cancer eating away at the soul of the NF. 
OK, says JT, “it is clear that a question 
exists in the minds of a great number of 
Nationalists which deserves a frank and 
concise answer”. 

And the frank and concise answer goes 
something like this; although Tyndall has 
known Webster since 1962, it was only in 
late 1977 that he became aware of Webster's 
homosexuality. If there were rumours flying 
around before that “they did not reach me”. 
Then, Tyndall was prevented by a weak-as- 
water National Directorate which after all 
(he can’t resist adding) “was elected by 
democratic vote of all the members of the 
party”. And thirdly, the NF was at the time 
gearing up to a major general election 
campaign and it would have been the wrong 
time to have made the issue public by 
moving against Webster. 

Now this really is a fantastic claim. If 
Tyndall had not heard the rumours of 
Webster’s behaviour which thundered 
around the far right for years before 1977, 
then he was the only one who had not. 

Webster himself is clearly rattled at the 
public stick which Tyndall is giving him over 
his sexual preferences, and is responding 
with a tirade of abusive articles in VF News. 
Most recently he heaped scorn on the BNP 
for only being able to muster 85 people on a 
national demonstration in London. “So 
ashamed was the ‘Leader’’’, writes 
Webster, “that he attempted to hide himself 
with Charles Parker, his father-in-law, and 
other members of the ‘Royal Family’ in the 
middle of the march rather than take 
responsibility for the flop by marching at 
the head of the sorry column”. 

But the real wind-up comes in Webster's 
September editorial, where, below his own 
name, he waxes angry about the recent 
sexual assault on a young Brighton boy, 
calling for the death penalty for “those who 
menace little children’. Quoting scripture, 
he reminds us that “It were better a 
millstone tied around their neck and they be 
cast into the deepest sea’. “Our own race”, 


he goes on, “also produces monsters” — a 
point which surely will not be passed up by 
Tyndall. We await the next Spearhead with 
great anticipation. 


Fingers in the till 


ONE of the lingering disputes which has 
plagued relations between the NF and 
Tyndall's British National Party (apart 
that is from the BNPs obsession with 
homosexuality and pederasty) has 
concerned the fate of certain funds, once 
the property of various NF branches across 
the country, but since then safely locked 
away in more recently opened BNP bank 
accounts. 

The problem arose, of course, because in 
time-honoured fashion, NF branch officials 
deserting the fold to join Tyndall's 
breakaway took with them everything they 
could lay their hands on — membership 
records, branch records, branch funds, the 
lot. 

But Martin Webster, not these days 
lacking a word or two of legal advice, is 
using the courts to get his Bunter-like 
fingers back on the money. His most recent 
expedition was a great success, and 
relieved Tyndall's ‘home’ branch in Brighton 
of a cool £350 plus £90 costs. The funds had 
changed hands, according to the NF, in 1980 
when Brighton branch treasurer Violet 
Parker (Tyndall’s mother-in-law) paid them 
over to Charles Parker (his father-in-law) as 
a “bill for rent” for the use of their house by 
the NF. 

When it comes to proving, however, that 
the rent had been agreed with the NF, the 
Parkers had a hard time of it. The branch 
minutes book contained no record of it, and 
an affidavit from a member who had 
recently emigrated to Australia, produced in 


court by Tyndall, had apparently been 
altered after having been signed. It was 
dismissed by the Registrar with the words, 
“Mr Tyndall, the person who altered the 
affidavit certainly knew what he was doing” 
— words reprinted with glee in the 
subsequent issue of /Vationa/ Front News. 

According to Webster, similar cases have 
already been settled in Greenwich, 
Hackney, Reading, Worthing and 
Doncaster, and cases are pending in Enfield, 
Medway, Islington, Watford, Leeds and 
Plymouth. 


Rave from the grave 


ONE of the more ridiculous letters (and the 
competition is pretty fierce) to appear in the 
latest edition of Spearhead comes from the 
veteran, not to say geriatric, Brighton-based 
fascist Oliver Gilbert. Gilbert, readers may 
recall, has a pedigree long enough to have 
had him locked up under Defence 
Regulation 18B during the war. “Some 
while ago”, he tell us, “in order to see how 
low we have sunk in this unhappy country, | 
switched on the TV programme Top of the 
Pops. An appalling sound assailed my ears. 
A revolting negress and a degenerate white 
drug addict were screaming into 
microphones”. What were they singing? 
Well, Mr Gilbert can (more or less) 
remember the lyrics and dutifuly records 
them for his no doubt horrified readers. The 
song in question is, in fact ‘Melting Pot’, 
recorded by Blue Mink which was indeed on 
Top of the Pops, but way back in 1970. Either 
it has taken Mr Gilbert a painfully long time 
to recover from this shattering experience 
and get round to writing to Spearhead, or 
Tyndall’s mailbag is now so pitifully small 
that he is searching back through his old 
files for previously unpublished offerings 
with which to pad out his pages. 


©The meeting called in Mosley’s old East London stamping ground of Bethnal Green to 
argue the case for the release of what have become known as the Mosley Papers must 
have brought a smile to the old fascist stoking the fires down below. For into the hall 
without so much as a by your leave came three of Britain's best known right-wingers. 
Lady Diana Mosley, widow of the late Sir Oswald arrived accompanied by her son by her 
first marriage, Jonathan Guiness, former chairman of the Monday Club, and last in the 
news when he had a number of former SS men staying at his London house. Added to 
this pair was Jeffrey Hamm, Mosley’s political hatchet man for many years and the 


current secretary of Union Movement. 


Some people recall wishing to attend Mosley’s meeting in London and either being 
turned away at the door, (although these rallies were always described as public 
meetings) or only being allowed in so that the fascist heavies could work them over. 
Thank goodness lan Mikardo and Stan Newens, who addressed the meeting, are more 
polite. But do anti-fascists really wish to share a hall with this crew? Is this carrying good 


manners a little too far? 
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RECAP No. 2 


ALTHOUGH the ‘most virulent and 


vicious _ 
organications in post-war Britain 

_ have tended to be the fascist groups - 
___ that we have dealt with over the last 
ten ‘Recaps’, it is impossible to 


_anti-immigration 


understand the politics of race 


_ without considering in detail the role 


of the Conservative Right, and, in 


particular, the various Tory right — 


pressure groups which have seen 
immigration as a central political 


issue. 


The starting point of any such analysis 


must be the sense of betrayal felt by 
_many Tories at the “giving away’ of the 


British Empire in the post-war period, 


_ most dramatically symbolised by the de- 


colonisation of India and Pakistan in 


_ 1947. The first important racist Tory 


pressure group was indeed named the 


League of Empire Loyalists (founded in 
1954, 


it later became one of the 
constituent organisations of the National 


Front). The Monday Club, which has the 
most consistent record of any of the 
_ Tory racist groups, was so called in bitter 
commemoration of Prime Minister 
Harold MacMillan’s “wind of change” 
speech, which signalled the end of the _ 


_ British Empire in Africa, and was 


_ Conservatives’ most eloquent anti- 
_ immigration campaigner were forged by 


delivered on a Monday. And, as Paul 


_ Foot argues in his masterly book The Rise 


of Enoch Powell, the politics of the 


the experience of the conclusion of 


_ Britain's imperial role. 
For all these groups and ediiduale, : 
black and Asian immigration to Britain’ 

__was always seen as a mocking reminder — 


ot the death of British rule over a fifth of 
the globe. The 1948 Nationality Act, 


which “allowed” 
_ Britain, was intended to grant the same 
. clonic a of entry to the pret a 


mass: immigration to 


_ Senet but ‘necessary jobs which 
__ white workers were no longer prepared 
to do. (Indeed, Enoch Powell himself, as_ 
_ Minister of Health, encouraged Asian — 

_ immigration to staff th Health ee 


as did London ‘anos 


_ was the oe i and s cowee de ay _ And, s 
rac _ Walsall on 9 poles dealt with the - 
ble . 


: / Griffiths won the West Midlands seat of _ 


| companies.) 


supporters who did use it with pride. 


___ The success of the Griffiths’ campaign — 
_did not come out of thin air. It was the © 
result of years of racist organising in_ 


West Birmingham by Immigration 
Control Associations, led by 


Conservative Councillors, and supported _ 

by members of far-right groups. And the 
_ potency of the race issue was not lost on 
right-wing ——— thronctiout! me 


countey. 


“grinning piccanninies’, 


THE TORY RACISTS : FROM 
SMETHWICK TO POWELL 


_ Griffiths’ campaign (defeating the | 

_ putative Labour Foreign ‘Secretary, . 

Patrick Gordon Walker) was run on 
openly racist lines, and while Griffiths’ 
himself did not coin the racist slogan 
which dominated the campaign (‘if you 
_ want a nigger neighbour, vote Labour’), 
he refused to condemn those of his 
concerned immigration per se, it is 


eclaeacotae. the a 


Hitler's birth) in Birmingham. And while 
_many of the most memorable phrases 


the 20 April speech (“rivers of blood”, - 
“a nation 
building up its own. funeral pyre’ 


important to remember that the subject 
of the speech was not so much 
immigration as the Labour Government's 


then Race Relations Bill, which was 
_ intended to outlaw discrimination are 


housing andemployment. 
This fact contains a clue to the 


_ question of why Powell spoke up on this 
issue when he did. As Foot points 
_ what is extraordinary about the “rivers 


of blood” speech is that it occurred six 


years after uncontrolled immigration | 


“| have set and will always set my face 
like flint against making any difference 
between one citizen of this country 
and another on grounds of his origin. | 
am certain that not only the 
Conservative Party but the 
overwhelming majority of people in 
this country are of the same mind and 
wish to see the coloured 
immigrants integrated into the life and 
society of what is now their 
homeland.” 

Enoch Powell, 10. 10.64. 


- period of mass ‘immigration leap 
from 1955 to 1962). As stated, hehadina _ 
sense promoted it, as Minister of Health, _ 
and one of his few statements on the _ 
: Aublect before 1967/8 came ina brief 


| The first major event to nag. British oe pes 
‘resentment against the settlers to light _ 


stage. The fi tof these lanes ; 


pagers ot the 


gainst all the national trends, Tory 


Smethwick for "e Conservatives. 
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/ nempere 


“allen territory - ae “tr 


question of 
the facial political - 


Britain ended. But in fact, the trigger of 


the speech was not so much th 


presence of black people in Britain, as 

_ their demands (given limited expression 

in the Race Relations Act) to be treated - 
equally with whites. In other word 
there was all the differences in the wo: 
between a submissive colonial people, 
conveniently situated in the poorer 
_ districts of the mother country, willing 


and happy to do dirty jobs for low pa 


and a self-conscious group of settlers 
_ determined to be treated as full citizens, 
| possessed of full ~ and — 
_ nas: 


_ The race issue declined in the mid-60s, _ 
however, largely because of the _ 
_ imposition of the 1962 Immigration Act _ 
(which provided the machinery for 
_ severely restricting Commonwealth _ 
immigration to Britain), and the new | 
Labour Government's use of this act — 
further to restrict entry. The next crisis — 
occurred in 1968, when the Labour 
Government retrospectively altered the — 
status of British-passport-holding Asians : 
_in East Africa, in order to prevent a — 
a. “flood” of immigration from Kenya. _ 
: indeed hasty —_ 
alter the dope the : 


“The West Indian or Asian does not, 
by being born in England become an 
Englishman. In law he becomes a 
United Kingdom citizen by birth; in 
fact, he is a West Indian or an Asian 
still. Unless he be one of small 
minority — for number, | repeat again 
and again, is of the essence — he will 
by the very nature of things have lost 
one country without gaining another, 
lost one nationality without acquiring 
a new one.” 

Enoch Powell, 16.11.68. 
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7 tougher i 
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Cart SN NG NEAG AINSI 
RACISM & FASCISM 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London’s anti- 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 


discussed. 


Alliance with Republicans gives 


French fascists electoral success 


For the first time in 25 years fascists have won political office in 
France. At the local council by-election in Dreux, a small industrial 
town, fascist National Front (NF) candidates stood in an alliance 
with the major right-wing opposition RPR (the Republican Party of 
Giscard d’Estaing and Jacques Chirac) and won. This right-wing 
alliance gained 55.3 per cent of the poll, compared with the 44.7 per 
cent for the Left’s alliance. Much of the subsequent controversy has 


centred quite 


rightly around 


the significance of the 


Republican/Fascist alliance, but many commentators have ignored 
the fact that the NF, led by Jean Marie Le Pen, and Stirbois, its 
Dreux candidate, secured an important electoral victory on 11 
September by mining a seam of ‘popular’ working-class racism. 
And this racism has grown apace under a Socialist government. 


Whilst attacks on North Africans 
have risen during the summer, the 
government failed to counter 
effectively the racism of the opposition 
parties. But then the Mitterrand 
government’s apparently liberal moves 
of 1981 — their ‘amnesty’ for illegal 
immigrant workers and ‘attack’ on 
those who profited from their plight — 
were soon to degenerate into a racist 
bureaucratic tangle, leaving many 
immigrants more insecure than before. 
And at the end of August 1983 the 





AN early taste of the French 
National Front’s campaigning style 
in Dreux came during the original 
municipal election in May. Then, 
one of their activists was held for 
several hours by police after shots 
were fired at the socialist candidate 
Francoise Gaspard. In the end the 


shots were blanks or from a starting 
pistol, but they went to great 
lengths to keep secret the name of 
the right-winger who had been in 
custody. . 


was announced, the NF held a Féte 
near Paris, which attracted 3-4,000 


How the French NF work 


police took no action, saying the 


Just after the recent Dreux result 


government announced a clampdown 
on illegal immigrants via identity 
checks, and more effective closure of 
entry points (like the dangerous 
mountain passes at Menton) and a 
reintroduction of arbitrary deportation 
(which had stopped in 1981). 


The Numbers Game 


The independent left’s answer to state 
racism has been a defensive numbers 
argument. For example, on 1 September 
Libération announced that about one-third 





people. Their victorious candidate 
Stirbois was given a hero's 
welcome, and told the assembly 
that “Immigrants are responsible for 
delinquency and employment”. 
Milking their success, NF leader 
Jean Marie Le Pen was signing 
photographs of himself for 40 francs 
(£3.50). Nazi literature was being 
widely sold, the best sellers 
apparently being works by 
revisionist historian Robert 
Faurisson. _ 
Also present were the Petain- 
Verdun Association and the 
Association of Young ‘Pieds Noirs’, 
the former Algerian colonists. —_ 















of the French population were first, second 
or third generation immigrants anyway and 
that 70 per cent of foreigners have lived in 
France for more than 10 years. Two days 
before the Dreux election, Libération 
‘discovered’ that official figures over- 
estimated the number of immigrants by 
about one million. 


The right’s offensive 


The numbers argument shows how far the 
left is on the defensive. Familiar-sounding 
racist statements have been coming from all 
sides: Le Pen (NF): ‘The French feel rather 
submerged’; the (RDF) Mayor of Toulon: 
“T want to stop France becoming the 
dustbin of Europe, there are too many 
immigrants in Toulon for our needs’’; 
Chirac, Mayor of Paris: ‘‘Four members of 
the extreme right in Dreux pose less of a 
threat than four Communists in 
government’’. And Chirac connects the 
ending of the death penalty, delinquency 
and terrorism with immigrants. The 
government itself stated in early September 
that ‘illegal’ immigrants were making it 
more difficult for the law-abiding ones to 
become integrated, and in the March 
municipal elections the Socialist Party 
decided against using an anti-racialist 
poster, even though it merely suggested to 
the French electorate ‘‘live in harmony with 
immigrants’’. 


The meaning of the Dreux result 


These are some of the reasons for the 
failure of the last minute efforts to stop 
Stirbois and his fellow fascist candidates 
from winning the Dreux election on the 
slogan, ‘Two million unemployed: two 
milion immigrants: France for the French’. 
Now there are three fascist councillors 
sharing power with the RPR in the town. 
Most significantly, they have been given key 
jobs. One is in charge of culture, and 
Stirbois has a newly created post, in charge 
of ‘civil protection’. No one as yet knows 
what this post will mean — but citizen’s 
vigilante groups are likely. 

That the councillors will use their power 
against immigrants and against opposition 
on the streets is likely, given the evidence 
from other regions. In Ruel Mal-Maison 
(Hauts de Seine) the RPR Mayor wrote to 


Continued on page 18 
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local builders telling them to stop housing 
North African families in the area. In a 
letter leaked to the press the Mayor (also a 
député) wrote that ‘foreign families cause 
disturbances and upset the social balance in 
the area’. 

Since the March elections, France has 
seen a disturbing growth in ‘citizens’ 
patrols’. The summer saw an appalling 
death toll among immigrant victims of 
racist attacks. Racists shoot 
indiscriminately at groups of youths from 
high-rise flats. (France is one of the most 
heavily armed countries in Europe per head 
of population). La Semaine, a paper 
written by an Algerian Association in 
Europe, documents six killings between 
June and August. There have also been 
numerous police checks which have ended 
in fatal shootings of immigrants. The 
extreme right-wing Charles Martel 
Association has claimed responsibility for 
the bombing of Air Algeria offices and the 
arson attacks on an immigrant workers’ 
hostel in Marseilles. 

The real significance of the Dreux result 


lies in the way that racism has now become 
acceptable, even commonplace. It was that 
same racism that black holiday-makers 
experienced travelling this summer between 
Britain and France. In Paris, three days 
after the election result, police mounted a 





massive identity check in the Rue Saint- 
Denis area of Paris. What shocked French 
anti-racists was not merely the raids 
themselves, but the way that they now 
appear normal, and acceptable to the 
majority of the French people. 


Newham shows the way 


In one week in September of 
1982 there were three attacks on 
Asian schoolchildren at one 
school in East London by gangs 
of white racists. No action was 
taken by police, no protection 
offered to the children. But 


The response from the Asian community 
in Newham — self defence. 


18 


when local Asians came 
together to escort the children 
home from school, they were 
set upon by _ unidentifiable 
plainsclothes police. They now 
face charges of assault and 
conspiracy. The trial of the 
‘Newham 8’ begins on 24 
October. 

The Newham 8 Defence 
Committee, formed shortly after the 
arrest of these eight Asian 
schoolchildren from Little Ilford 
school in Newham, has been 
unremitting in its campaign against 
the conspiracy charges, organising 
meetings and pickets and 
distributing their own regular 
broadsheet. They have also sought, 


through their campaign, to draw out | 


many of the wider issues — racial 
violence, police harassment and 
police accountability — that the 
case of the Newham 8 has thrown 
up, and to question the role that the 
police play in schools. 

On 24 September 1983, 1800 people 
marched through Newham to 
protest the innocence of the youths 
and denounce the racism and 
brutality of the local police. Large 


sections of the community were | 


joined by contingents from as far 
away as Sheffield and Bradford. Ata 
rally at the end of the march, 


speakers from the Newham 


campaign were joined by others 
from Sheffield Asian Youth 


Movement, Southall and 
Birmingham, as well as Kwame Ture 
(Stokeley Carmichael) from the 
USA. 
The march was followed on a half- 
day conference on ‘Racism, the 
police and education’ organised by 
the Newham Monitoring Project. 
. . 
7 


\ 
Kwame Ture speaking at 


the Newham 8 march. 





Over 200 people attended the 
conference which was held at 
Plashet School Hall. The plenary 
session was opened by one of the 
Newham 8 — and his father. They 
were followed by the two main 
speakers, Stella Dadze of the 
Haringey Black Pressure Group on 
Education and A. Sivanandan of the 
Institute of Race Relations. 
Picketing of the trial (held at 
Snaresbrook Crown Court), will 
guarantee that the (Newham 8’ will 
continue to push these issues to the 
forefront in the coming national 
campaign against the Police Bill. 


® Contact the Newham 8 Campaign 
at PO Box 273, Forest Gate, London 
E7 9NJ. 
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lasts mcelerale miele) 


A monthly non-evaluative account 
of racist activity drawn from the 
a aMcw ola Mer Ll ad(are [Mol mal-iecelar-] mr: lal} 
local newspapers. 


Passport checks... . 


Young people registering for temporary work at 
the DHSS in Oxford are being asked to bring 
their passports with them. Complaints have been 
made to the local council for community 
relations and the Commission for Racial 
Equality is looking into the matter. Although 
passport checks are not illegal, a worker at 
Oxford CCR said that temporary staff had not 
been asked to produce passports before. 
(Caribbean Times 23.9.83.) 


. . and immigration raids 


Police forced their way in a dawn raid into two 
Indian restaurants in Chatham, Kent, in search 
of Afia Begum, a Bangladeshi widow, and her 
baby daughter who have gone into hiding to 
avoid deportation (see Searchlight 99, 100). 
Immigration officers also swooped on a 
restaurant and a family house in Ipswich. In the 
Chatham raid a 21-year-old Asian was held for 8 
hours on suspicion of being an illegal immigrant 
— the police would not accept his medical or 
insurance cards as proof of identification. 
Pressure is being stepped up on the Home Office 
to let Afia Begum stay. (Times 23.9.83.) 


RACIAL VIOLENCE 





Police must be ‘properly accountable’ 


Newham Race Relations Association has plans 
for a radical new approach to racial attacks and 
wants the police, the social services and housing 
departments and the Newham Monitoring 
Project (NMP) to meet and discuss how to help 
victims of racist attacks. NMP co-ordinator 
Unmesh Desai said his organisation was 
prepared to discuss the plans fully, ‘‘but until 
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re 


A packed hall for the 24 September march. 


If you want to be vigilante, join the 
special constabulary! 

Ealing: Ealing’s first neighbourhood 
watch scheme has been launched in the 
Drayton Green area. This is one of the 
75 pilot schemes recently announced by 
Scotland Yard. The Ealing scheme 
covers around 1,000 houses in the 
district bounded by Cavendish Avenue, 
Hathaway Gardens and part of Argyle 
Road. 

Meanwhile, Chief Inspector Ray 
Flashman of Southall police has said 
that there is a role within neighbourhood 
watch for the special constabulary and 
the newspaper report urges anyone 
interested to contact Southall police 
(Southall Gazette 9.9.83). 





But Newham Monitoring Group 
oppose neighbourhood watch 

Newham Monitoring Group has 
written to its 46 affiliated groups urging 
them to ignore police plans for 
neighbourhood watch. Says Unmesh 
Desai, Co-ordinator of the project, ‘This 
scheme is an attempt to use people as 
spies and to divert attention from the 
question of police accountability’ 
(Newham Recorder 8.9.83.) 


The Institute of Race Relations’ Police 
Media Research Project is now 
producing a bulletin which provides a 
round-up of changes in police 
organisation and activities throughout 
the London boroughs. The _ bulletin 
includes information on the introduction 
of neighbourhood watch and the on- 
going campaign’ for police 
accountability. Racist attacks, crime 
victimisation surveys, community 
campaigns and demonstrations are also 
featured, as are specific incidents of 
police harassment against black people. 

If you would like to receive a 
copy, please send 25p (p&p) to the 
Institute of Race Relations, 247 
Pentonville Road, London N1. 
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police are made properly accountable, it will be a 
waste of time’. (Newham Recorder 8.9.83.) 


£10,000 damage 


A series of attacks on a building in Brent, the site 
of a proposed Moslem primary school, has 


caused £8,000 to £10,000 damage. (Willesden & 


Brent Chronicle 23.9.83.) 


Sub-post office fired 


On the evening of the day that J. Singh Flora 
took over as sub-postmaster in a Buckingham- 
shire village arsonists struck. The blaze damaged 
stock, but regulars from a nearby pub got the fire 
under control. (Southall Gazette 2.9.83.) 


Bus conductor stabbed 


Bus conductor Kayani Khalid was viciously 
attacked and stabbed after a row broke out on 
his bus about a pushchair blocking the gangway. 
Plaistow CID are trying to trace the couple 
involved in the fight. (Newham Recorder 8.9.83.) 


Arson attack on supermarket 


Astoreroom and its contents were damaged in an 
arson attack on a Wavy Line supermarket in 
Southall, apparently started by two young boys 
who dropped a lighted piece of material through 
a hole in the roof. (Southall Gazette 16.9.83.) 


Manchester’s monitoring 


Greater Manchester Police denied a report in the 
Daily Mirror that officers are asking people who 
call for assistance about their racial background. 
However, they do record the race of the 
complainant ‘drawn from the observations of 
officers who attend the incidents’. This was 
introduced, ‘with the full support’ of the Home 
Office, the police authority, the Joint Council 
for Community Relations and the Commission 
for Racial Equality’ as the information is 
required ‘because if people are being, or believe 
themselves to be, disadvantaged or victims of 
prejudice ... the police should and must be 
told’. Only by knowing this, could the police 
remedy the situation. The Greater Manchester 
Police also monitor the race of people involved 
in crime. (Greenock Telegraph 2.9.83.) 

The following week Greater Manchester’s 
Chief Constable, James Anderton, said that the 
pilot monitoring scheme had shown 
‘encouraging and heartening results’ — ethnic 
minorities in Manchester are generally less 
_ involved in crime that the rest of the community. 

And, the figures show that there had been 
‘perhaps surprisingly few’ incidents between 
people of different races — there is ‘more 
harmony than discord’. Referring to the Daily 
Mirror story, he said it had arisen because of a 
new experiment to speed up the system of 
categorising crimes to ‘‘help the police detect 
trends of rcial harassment’’, for example, of 
Asian shopkeepers. (Guardian 10.9.83.) 
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Racial insult 
An Exmouth man was convicted of assault after 


an incident in a bar. Stephen Edwards was 


racially insulting to a girl in the bar and a fight 
then broke out. He got 18 months imprisonment, 
12 of which were suspended. (Exeter Express & 
Echo 16.9.83.) __ : 


British Rail 


A 58-year-old Asian British Rail worker who was 
the butt of racial remarks at work was himself 
bound over to keep the peace by Southampton 
magistrates. Mr R.R. Sood, the only black 
worker in a work gang, was subjected to racist 
remarks after the gang lost bonuses. His solicitor 
said that one of the problems ‘‘seems to be his 
poor English — he cannot give as good as he 
gets’. Mr Sood’s case is currently the subject of 
complaints by the local CRE against both British 
Rail and the British Transport Police. (Southern 
Evening Chronicle 13.9.83.) 


‘Keep your prejudices to yourself” 


A man who admitted he “hated Pakis’’ and 
called an Asian man ‘‘a black bastard’’ in 
Keighley was bound over to keep the peace for 12 
months and told that he must learn to live in a 
multi-racial society and keep his prejudices to 
himself. (Bradford Telegraph & Argus 14.9.83.) 


Race hate campaign 


“It’s like living in hell’, said Mrs Linda Wade, 
whose family is the target of a racialist hate 
campaign in Edgeware. She, her black husband 
and their three children have been subjected to 
abuse and harassment, the children have had 
bottles thrown at them and their front door has 
been daubed with racialist abuse and obscenities. 
Mrs Wade believes all the worry and stress 
caused a recent miscarriage she suffered. She is 
calling on the council to rehouse them. Police say 
that no other incidents of racial harassment have 
been reported in the area, but the local CRC says 
that over the past year several Asian families 
have reported similar cases. (Edgware Post 
15.9.83.) 


that the police could cope. A 


POLICE 





‘National police force’ 


‘This Government is hell-bent on taking us down 
the road to a totalitarian state backed by a 
national police force’, Councillor Ronald 
Darlington, chairman of the West Yorkshire 
Police Authority, told the Association of 
Metropolitan Authorities’ conference. He said 
that the government’s plans to abolish 
metropolitan county councils, including West 
and South Yorkshire, would lead to the police 
being estranged from local government and 
unaccountable to the local electorate. (Yorkshire 
Post 23.9.83). 


No inquiry in Hackney 


Hackney MP Ernie Roberts is furious that his 
application for a general inquiry into policing in 
the borough has been rejected by the Home 
Office. He said that the Home Office had 
admitted to him that the actions of the police in 
Hackney have ‘‘not always been above 
reproach’’, but it “‘fears that such an inquiry 
would raise a lot of concern’’. Ernie Roberts 
agrees, but says that ‘‘justice must not only be 
done, but it must be seen to be done’. A local 
police spokesman said that he hoped Hackney 
Council and Ernie Roberts could see the 
reasoning and that ‘‘we may all go forward in a 
spirit of greater co-operation”. (Hackney 
Gazette 6.9.83.) 


‘We can cope’ 


Neweastle’s Chief Constable Stanley Bailey 
turned down a demand to ban a march by the 
British National Party through the city. Bailey 
said that this would only be necessary if the 
march were to result in ‘‘grave and widespread 
public disorder’. However, he was confident 
counter- 
demonstration was held by local trade 
union members and others. Several members of 
Northumbria Police Authority wanted both 
demonstrations banned as the police would 
inevitably be dragged into racial controversy. 
(Sunderland Echo 7.9.83.) 
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